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Abstract

Title Guidelines for Building Human Security on the Highlands:
Case Study of Ban Pha Mee Village, Wiang Phang Kham Sub-
District, Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province.

Field Strategy

Name  Chokchai Wichianchaiya Couse NDC Class 65

This academic research aims to 1) study the social context of the
communities living on the highland, and 2) study the guideline to resolve problems
and obstacles on the highlands through the Qualitative Research method based on
Folkloristics: collecting data from the documents, textbooks, research journals,
academic journals, and field data via learning and locals’ participations under
knowledge and community data base with emphasizing the procedure of
stakeholders’ participations from 30 Akhas residing in Ban Pha Mee Village, Wiang
Phang Kham Sub-District, Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province, including community
leaders, elderlies, local wise men or whom worshipped as wisdom scholars, and
religious leaders. The researcher himself has analyzed both Qualitative Data and
Content Analysis, and compiled via Analytic Induction.

The results can be summarized according to the objectives as follows:

1.Bam Pha Mee Highland Community’s Social Context under
5 Aspects of Human Security

The researcher has defined the Ban Pha Mee Village, Wiang Phang
Kham Sub-District, Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province, to be the study area of
highland community where Akhas lives, which its social context under 5 aspects of
human security can be summarized as follows:

1.1 Health Aspect: The result conveys that the health issues of Akhas
in Ban Pha Mee Village is related to the lifestyles such as respiratory disease,
musculoskeletal disease, high blood pressure, diabetes, all are resulted from farming
that involved with the use of pesticide to control product quality. Moreover, Akhas’
food consumption has been converting throughout the society, and the smog from
the cross-border forest fire from connecting to Myanmar territory resulted in their
respiratory diseases. The Ban Pha Mee Health Promoting Hospital, and the village
public health volunteers are the main mechanism to take care household hysgiene,
whereas the Wiang Phang Kham Municipality jointly promote the health within,

prevent, monitor, and control both contagious and non-contagious diseases in the area;



1.2 Well-Being Aspect (Residency): The result conveys that the land
acquisitions for living and farming come from the ancestors in the past under the Doi
Tung Palace’s regulation, in which the righteous documents cannot be sold or
exchanged into funding (money) for investing in occupations nor business; capable
only for heritages for the next generations, while the Royal Forest Department does
not permit the Akhas to enter and take advantage from the conservative forest but
promote the community to live with the forest sustainably;

1.3 Education Aspect: The result conveys that more local children have left
the area to study in flat-ground schools due to their attitudes in quality of education, which
their parents has supported and focused on their children’ education more than one in the
past, and the children tended to work outside the area or other provinces once graduated.
Moreover, the Christian evangelism in the area has influenced through the scholarships in
change of the religion, resulted in the fade of Akha’s traditional culture and lifestyle;

1.4 Income Aspect: The result conveys thatthe government policy of
promoting tourism resulted in Ban Pha Mee Village to open areas for nature tourism
attraction, creating more entrepreneurs for tourism, accommodations, homestays,
restaurants, coffee shops with Akha’s lifestyle, culture, and identity as the selling point.
This not only creates incomes to both entrepreneurs and locals, but also attracts
more workers transferred from Myanmar for agriculture and services in Ban Pha Mee;

1.5 Access to Government Service Aspect: The result conveys that
there were inequalities in government welfare access between Akha highlanders and
people living on the flat ground such as rights to hold the identity card, medical
treatments, education. However, these inequalities are reduced nowadays since the
Akhas hold the their identity cards from the government to obtain all rights to be
Thai citizens, which cover all welfares as same as other people living on the flat
ground.

2. Guidelines for Building Human Security on the Highlands

The procedures to build human security on Ban Pha Mee Highland,
Wiang Phang Kam sub-district, Mae Sai district, Chiang Rai province, includes as
follows:

2.1 Establishing the Multicultural Educational System: through the
integrated core curriculum from Office of the Basic Education Commission (OBEC) in
conjuction with local curriculum which is based on local knowledge (norms, traditions,
cultures, rituals), in which this multicultural educational system will be concluded as

part of the curriculum;



2.2 Developing the Community Tourism System into Ecotourism: in
order for community to still take benefits in economy and environment in conjuction
with maintain and preserve the Akha’s identity without losing anything and living with
balance;

2.3 Promoting the Participation from the Government: in order to
manage in maintaining identity of norms, traditions, and culture of highlanders to be
able to live along with changes in society, and to acknowledge their children and
youth to preserve their own indigenous root;

2.4 Establishing Various Networks: throughout the government agencies,
private sectors, civil societies, volunteers, and volunteer workers with integrated
cooperation and corporate social responsibilities (CSRs) to support, promote
opportunities, and raise up the society, environment, and people sustainably;

2.5 Introducing Modern Technology to Adapt: to increase efficiency with
convenience, speed, decrease in redundancy, and easiness to access from the clients
and the service providers from relevant agencies;

2.6 Creating Bargaining Power: by the integration of farmers in the
community in order to reduce from being taken advantage from outside merchants ,
and to comply the BCG Model concepts integrated in mechanism of strengthening
Ban Pha Mee community its stability and reach to 5 aspects of human security under
basic rights and social security;

2.7 Surveying and Collecting Census of Highlanders: covering all 5 aspects
(Health, Well-Being, Education, Income, and Access to Government Service) to be up-
to-date via the tool titled “MSO Logbook” and recording into MSO-Logbook system
created by the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security in order to
analyze and separate the problem conditions and seek the solutions, promote,
develop, and restore highlanders for their better, more stable, and more sustainable

quality of lives.

Recommendations

According to the research, the Guidelines for Building Human Security on
the Highland must be based on highlanders’ acknowledgement in conjuction with
integrated cooperation from the government agencies and networks’ potentials, in

which the researcher provides the recommendations for this topic as follows:



1. Policy Level

1.1 Formulating the policies to restore and preserve local lifestyle,
traditions, norms, and culture, and to solve poverty in conjunction with highland
community’s social context;

1.2 Developing database system, at the household level and individual
level, that can identify the target groups of low-income, underprivileged, and socially
vulnerable group, in order to propel policies in conjuction with solving poverty and
inequality in the society for the utmost efficiency;

1.3 Emphasizing the government sector in solving problems and
developing highlands continuously through budget relocation for adequate and
appropriate development;

1.4 Emphasizing the government sector to realize the sensitivity in
border security issues along with balance in development of economy, society, and
natural resources conservation on highlands to prevent the return of growing and
smuggling addictive plants as before.

2. Operational Level

2.1 Raising community’s potentials to rely on itself, and create
protection in its identity, norms, and cultures towards the community highlanders;

2.2 Creating volunteer workers (volunteer) on the highland, and raise
potentials among community leaders, volunteers, and the networks to have
knowledge, to understand the social welfare management, and to take care the all-
aged target groups on the highland for sustainable self-rely;

2.3 Enhancing the adaptation at the household level for its capacity in
permanent management of well-being, health, family, finance and occupation,
education, and access to government service;

2.4 Enhancing and acknowledging highlanders the Sufficiency Economy
Philosophy (SEP) to uphold and put into regular practice since the SEP is the most
appropriate guideline to solve poverty in Thai household condition.

3. Recommendations for Further Research

It is recommended to conduct further research in issues relevant to
the development in quality of life and community as follows:

3.1 Conducting research on welfare management for the stability in
quality of communities on the highlands;

3.2 Establishing strength and protection of highland communities;

3.3 Enhancing potentials in high communities through emphasizing the

participation in solving poverty.
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Sadako Ogata (8f) United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
a7 “flesdusznouddmansysemsinuiudunuiunwesywd Usznsusn Toun
Temainaisleanzitinegiemnuasuguuazianuiunasafeluiuguvesnues Usznns



e

fiaos 1iun Tonauazavdang q Mssmvumsazldfulaglignuisuenviefafudslonia
wawAnseng 4 du léun AnSuyvevu AnSn1anisilles ansniadeny ansniauasugna wag
AvBmeTausssy Ussmsitany loud madhdenszuviunsdmuaulevisnaiies aswgia
wazday wazannsaldsuuselovianuleuiesig q egravinfisuty Usenisiia leun
nsa¥edffguarsruugfsssuiiidass lnsyanaludenumslisuansuasnindineld
N RENLILRENAY”

George MacLean nani1 mnusiunsweyedlivensnsaseunaguaInAm
funsnumeualunuIsanmlugdewossyaeu anuiunmweaywd leun nsasenin
faAuasein Maunlesruasestinvesusazyanaiilaiinainssuusnwinulaeniuvessy
lugnugmiisnunanmsilloniissegianes uiduinainnisidntessuualainisuazaunn
FAnvesuszmvu amnusiunswosywdlildEesiiwadusifissssloviing q vesszavy
(M3ANY1 N3AN5I5GY NIAVINEEURTINYT) uirmiuasyosyuddaiaumunei
msUntlossernsuninarmsuusmislassadaueuLlanng 4 MAatude Wy muguLss
AN denlnTNveIsTINTR NMIenenieiuvesdiau amusunwesyudalslsiam
aulaluiovvosermsunsadsdasaiailisuuusuindestunruifunsmosusazyana
Tughusing  flegseusi sufsyurunazduindonsie

auiitouifewiiduiigaazifuiionmes King and Murray (2001) Fawenena
iueilonuiasindaiielvianinsofaldludaiinm

“auiiunsenysd Ao urudluinewinniiyaraszgaiuainanim
AUEINIUTUAIUTILIENTINN (state of generalized poverty) AugINIUTUAIUVLIENTIS
LﬁmﬁﬁuLﬁaUﬂﬂamﬂasﬂuamwﬁﬁmdﬁvmﬂ’amLﬂuaéﬁﬁwﬁmmawuwﬁuﬁwu&m ‘
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