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Abstract

Title  Thailand strategy for the development and enhancement of merchant
marine capabilities in the Andaman Sea
Filed Strategy

Name Rear Admiral Chalermchai Suankaew  Course NDC Class 65

The research on “Thailand strategy for the development and enhancement of
merchant marine capabilities in the Andaman Sea” aims to determine the developmental
direction for Thailand's maritime operational areas, particularly those along the Andaman
Sea. The goal is to transform the mentioned area into a maritime hub for the region and
the world, leveraging their advantages in geographical location between two major oceans
- the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean. Additionally, Thailand is situated in a strategic
position between influential countries such as Republic of China, India, and Australia.
Moreover, the global security environment, especially the South China Sea, have
undergone significant changes in which highlights the increasing importance of Thailand's
maritime transportation and marine-related opportunities. Therefore, it is necessary to
enhance the capabilities on the maritime economy sector in order to adapt for future
changes.

The research findings indicate that the key to Thailand's pursuit of maritime
benefits lies in establishing a new maritime transportation route between the Indian Ocean
and the Pacific Ocean, with the main objective being "To make an uninterrupted
maritime transportation route from the Andaman Sea to the Gulf of Thailand.", which
can be further divided into four key strategic issues. First, development of port
operations aims to construct large-scale ports capable of supporting cargo vessels with
increasing in both quantity and volume. This involves building new ports that can handle
large cargo ships, providing comprehensive transportation infrastructure, and ensuring
effective management. Second, development of shipbuilding industry aims to construct
shipyards capable of repairing and building medium-sized vessels. This entails constructing
new shipyards with at least the capacity to repair vessels below the waterline, build
medium-sized cargo ships, and support maintenance of large-sized cargo vessels. Next,
development of land-based transportation connectivity to maritime routes aims to
establish a railway system connecting ports throughout Thailand, linking all regions
together. This involves creating new transportation routes by building railway connections
to seaports and integrating them with the southern railway line. Last, development of

port connectivity between the Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand aims to have



land bridge connecting the Thai sea with the rest of the world. This includes constructing
land bridge that connects both sides of maritime transportation, incorporating road, rail,
pipeline systems, and managing the surrounding areas along the route as a unified port

zone, resembling a large-scale port with multiple docking points spread apart.
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