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Abstract
Title Issues Concerning the Rights of Victims in the criminal justice process
Field Politic
Name Mr. Kanisorn Khurirang Course NDC Class 65

Within the criminal justice process framework, a victim is defined as an individual
who has suffered harm resulting from the commission of an offense as stipulated by the law.
Historically, the state has accorded higher priority to the rights of the accused in criminal cases,
ensuring their protection during various stages such as arrest, investigation, and trial. As the
presiding authority in a case, the accused is entitled to actively pursue truth, present factual
evidence during the trial proceedings, and fully exercise their right to defend their case.
Regrettably, victims' rights within the criminal justice process have largely been neglected. This
oversight is notable, considering that victims are individuals directly impacted by the perpetration
of a crime. Despite this, the assurance of victims' rights is enshrined in various legal provisions.

Consequently, there exists a notion that places equal significance on both accused
individuals and victims. For instance, recommendations from the President of the Supreme Court
have been issued to underscore the equitable treatment of victims in criminal cases, as evidenced
by the guidelines for victim treatment in criminal cases B.E. 2563. Nonetheless, these efforts still
fail to protect victims' rights comprehensively.

The research results lead to the following conclusions: (1) In terms of policy, it is
recommended that a law specifically focused on victims' rights be enacted. This will ensure the
transparent and appropriate protection of victims' rights. (2) The compensation rates for damages,
as outlined in the Compensation for Victims and Compensation and Expenses for Defendants in
Criminal Cases B.E. 2003, should be adjusted to align with current economic conditions. (3) In
practical implementation, it is advised to establish Section 7/2 of the Criminal Procedure Code.
This section would grant victims in criminal cases the right to protection from the disclosure of
personal information. This protection extends to the victim, other individuals, intimate details,
evidence, or any information leading to the identification of victims or witnesses, particularly in

serious crimes or sex offenses. The victim should be shielded from dismissal due to absenteeism



within the period specified by labor laws for attending hearings and providing testimony in court
cases related to them. Furthermore, it is essential to prohibit employers from discriminating
against employees or terminating their employment solely because the employee is a victim in a
criminal case. This is intended to enable the utilization of the Thai Criminal Procedure Code to
comprehensively safeguard the rights of victims throughout the criminal justice process, aligning
more closely with the principles of international law.

This is intended to enable the utilization of the Thai Criminal Procedure Code to
comprehensively safeguard the rights of victims throughout the criminal justice process, aligning

more closely with the principles of international law.
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