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Abstract

Title : The study on the Development of Foreign Policy and
International Relations between Thailand and India, Thai India
Relation.

Field : Economics

Name Researcher : Gp. Capt. Surarit Kitchathorn Course NDC Class 62
The purposes of this research were to study the structure of Thailand -
India relationship, Foreign and International, policy, in order to investigate the
challenge including the suggestions to improve the relationship and Forien policy of
those two countries. The scope of this research comprised the current bi-lateral
relationship, and the relationship of India, Thai and ASEAN.The data of this qualitative
research was conducted during October 2019 - May 2020 by related literature
reviews as Secondary Data and the face — to - face interview with 3 experts and
eminent persons who were very experienced in working between Thailand and India
government as for the Primary data.The finding showed that the structure of Thailand
- India relationship Foreign policy was the collaborative of “Civilization Engagement”.
Thailand has used the “Forward Engagement”, “Active Economic Collaboration”,
“Dual - Track” and the “Look West” policies. While, India has used the “Non
Aligsnment 7, “Pancasila Philosophy” and “Look East” policies. Because India was
considered as the World productive center, India is changing from the “Look East” to
the “Act East” policy and attempted to use the “Soft Power” addressing the Culture,
Commercial and Connectivity (3C). India is developing the North East area to be a
gate to connect to ASIAN. Thailand and India are the members of “Mae Klong -
Kongkha” joint community BIMSTEC and have developed Thailand - India free trade
arrangement (FTA), as well as, joining the Indo-Pacific policy. The challenge was that
India was using “Look East” policy, while Thailand was still using “Look West” policy
with different levels of action. An aggressive policy might not able to achieve the
relationship objectives. Because both countries have similarity in social structure,
firstly, Thai people and businessmen have to understand the India culture, especially
by means of the “Soft Power”. The key suggestions are such as; looking closely to
the “Look East” policy to align with India’s “Act East” policy.  Moreover, Thai
government should initiate the dialogue to communication with India and should
present a willingness  including capability of Thailand to support India on
infrastructure, monetary and law which will promote the joint investment. The
important suggestion is to develop the relationship between the two countries base

on confidence, respectful and concurrent benefit repectively.
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