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Abstract

Title  Ministry of Defence’s Guidelines for Enhancing Sustainability toward ASEAN
Defence Cooperation within ASEAN Defence Ministers” Meeting Framework
Field Military

Name Major General Lertrit Chongwarin Course NDC Class 62

ASEAN defence cooperation from its beginning since 2006 until present
has originated and derived from concept papers. Those concept papers were
adopted and approved in consensus from all 10 ASEAN Member States’ defence
ministers. There are 12 concept papers established under ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting (ADMM) framework, however, putting these papers into concrete practice has
been incomplete. In addition, as Thailand’s ASEAN Chairmanship in 2019, there were
a number of challenged issues effecting ASEAN’s consolidation and centrality. Those
some of challenges are the approval process of observership application of non-plus
countries in ADMM-Plus (ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus) Experts’ Working
Group Activities, and arguing among ASEAN Member States on the arrangement of
ADMM + 1 Informal Meeting.

In terms of Ministry of Defence’s support in Thailand National Strategy section 4
stated that “Integrating security cooperation within the ASEAN region and among foreign
countries including related government and non-governmental organization” as well as having
guidelines for enhancing sustainability toward ASEAN defence cooperation withinm ADMM
Framework effectively and efficiently, therefore, this research focuses on studying as well as
analyzing a variety of problems and difficulties which challenge ASEAN defence cooperation
within ADMM and ADMM-Plus framework in order to determine Ministry of Defence’s position
and push forward sustainability to ASEAN defence cooperation as adhering to the Ministry of
Defence’s main theme of “Sustainable Security”, in the year of Thailand ADMM Chairmanship
in 2019. The outcomes of this research mainly present Ministry of Defence’s
guidelines for enhancing sustainability toward ASEAN defence cooperation within
ADMM’s framework which adheres to the 4C theme of “Confidence, Consistency,
Consolidation, and Centrality. The guidelines focuses on 1) contributing to enhance
confidence building within ADMM and ADMM-Plus 2) promoting consistency which is
the main factor for enhancing sustainability toward ASEAN defence cooperation
within ADMM’s framework 3) enhancing consolidation for widening scope of ADMM
cooperation framework as well as managing and strengthening military resource and

timing efficiently, and 4) strengthening ASEAN Community and adhering strictly to



ASEAN Centrality in case of facing with disagreement in conducting ADMM + 1
Informal Meeting as well as in the approval process of observership application of
non-Plus countries in ADMM-Plus Experts’” Working Group Activities in order to avoid
any challenges which will lead to weaken ASEAN centrality.
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