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Abstract

Title Application of Air Force in Disaster Prevention and Relief
Field Military
Name  Air Vice Marshal Tumrongdate Jaroensook Course NDC Class 62

The objectives of this research paper is to study the application of the air force
in disaster prevention and relief. It is essential that the government be prepared for
disaster prevention and relief by authorizing responsible and related agencies to prepare
plans complying with their missions as well as to appropriately fit to geographical,
economic social conditions and available resources of each unit. The systematic and
continuous follow up and evaluation need to be accounted also. The Ministry of
Defence (MoD) is the governmental organization with the roles in directing, coordinating,
commanding and regulating the subordinate agencies in order to promptly aid disaster
victims, coping with immediate issues and restore the affected areas both in central
and regional areas. The Royal Thai Air Force is the organization with personnel, military
equipment and tools for disaster relief in accordance with MoD’s policies. It is done
so by assisting public and private units resolving the disaster problems. The core
mission of the Royal Thai Air Force is to prepare its capabilities for national defence
and to conduct missions related to air component forces. The preparation of personnel
and equipment is, therefore, mainly for the aforesaid mission only. Despite the limited
resources, the Royal Thai Air Force unremittingly dedicates its instruments in aiding the
Thai population in need. Furthermore, there are discrepancies in integration of
interoperations with other disaster relief agencies, in terms of national disaster relief
plan, in terms of understanding in coordination to allocate or share resources. This,
therefore, result in less efficient interoperability. The Royal Thai Air Force also possesses the
capabilities in situation assessments by air of the imminent disaster in various forms.
After reviewing the plan, it is found that there are some restrictions in disaster relief
operations by the military and the tasks in disaster prevention have been prescribed.

It is found that the military equipment and personnel that are mainly
prepared for national defence, yet need to be allocated for disaster prevention relief
and relief. It is, hence, suggested that disaster related tasks be assigned to Ministry of
Defence in proportions in accordance to each service’s capabilities. This will enable
the more effective planning and operations.
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