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Abstract

Title  Venues to Practically Steer Forward the Defence Industry
Activities of the Kingdom of Thailand

Field Economics

Name Lieutenant General Thanaphat Niyakul
Course NDC Class 62

The g¢lobal state of affairs which includes: security, politics, social
psychology, technological innovation, and economic competition for advancement
and influence, still maintains its stance as a driving mechanism for the national
strategy. Major leading power nations and continuous regional conflicts around the
globe have affected Thailand and the ASEAN region. Therefore, combat preparedness
and a comparison on strengths of the order of battle between armed forces, is vital
in terms of a defensive national strategy. A promotion of defence industry to
become a robust sector which can rely on itself is therefore, a necessity which can in
turn correspond to the role of the defence institution. The defence industry is an
important factor in fostering stability and economic growth. Its foundations were
dated back to 1953 when Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram established military
factories within the Office of the Permanent Secretary for Defence: the Battery
Production Factory and the Glass Factory. Up until present, the defence industry still
lacks a driving mechanism and direction for a practical improvement. This lack of
direction have positioned Thailand in the Third Tier of nations which can only
manufacture partial defence industrial products while being categorized into the
small industrial production group that can only perform minimal maintenance and
production.

In the past, the Royal Thai Armed Forces was required to depend on
international procurement with a significant budget allocation, while being unable to
promote a strong national defence industry that can rely on itself nor generating
revenues to the national economy.

At present, the Government have executed a 20 Year National Strategy
which focused on security and promotion of competitiveness as well as plans to

drive various industries on the grounds of scientific, technological and research



capabilities. There were also an emphasis on investment for building the future
economy. In this respect, the defence industry was designated as a targeted industry
under the 11" category of the S-curve. This is an important opportunity to
revolutionize the defence industry of Thailand on the basis of self-reliance, whilst a
rapid promotion in the field, an expansion on researches, development and
cooperation with other involved sectors. The aim is to manufacture defence
products to be used by the public sector, standardize military equipment, reduce
reliance on foreign products, while enhancing cooperation with the international
community in terms of investment and of technology transfer that shall lead to
production capability for commercial purposes. Commercial production to the
international market will generate added value to the economic system of the
nation in the future.

The mentioned subject provoked the attention of the researcher to
conduct a study on venues to steer forward defence industry activities of the
Kingdom of Thailand to become more practical and realized. This is to serve as a
security safety-net measure for the future that when an emergency situation would
to ever occur, Thailand will have the ability to protect itself with its own defence

capabilities.
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