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Abstract

Title  Guidelines on Integration of Maritime Search and Rescue Operations
in Thailand

Field  Strategy

Name Rear Admiral Paisarn Meesri, RTN Course NDC Class 61

Although maritime search and rescue operations are not a new issue for
Thailand; however, their past actions under the national frameworks, namely “Rescue
Coordination Centre, Bangkok”, “National Emergency Operation Headquarter”, and
“Thailand Maritime Enforcement Coordinating Center” (later being upgraded to
“Thailand Maritime Enforcement Command Center” still showed signs of inconsistency
with international standards. There was ambiguity regarding the duties and jurisdictions
of relevant agencies, along with the outdated safety laws, rule, and regulations which
influence the efficiency and effectiveness of the main operating unit. This research
aims to study and analyze the procedures used in maritime search and rescue
operations in Thailand, examines problems and obstacles in doing so and makes
suitable recommendations for further improvement. The research is focused on the
operations caused by potential disasters situations that are likely to affect the safety
of life and property in Thailand's maritime search and rescue region. It is a qualitative
content analysis of both primary and secondary sources of data from published
documents, associated researches, and professionals in the field. The result of this
research indicates the deficiency of integration within and among the three frameworks
due to the lack of unity of command, international standards, and professionalism.
It concludes by presenting general guidelines for the integration from the aspects of;
1) structure and management concept emphasizing on solving the problems of unity
of command in existing mechanisms, 2) legal framework and authority at the operational
level that complies with international standards, and 3) operational preparedness
ensuring professional practices for maritime search and rescue. In addition, practical
policy and operational suggestions, as well as the recommendations for further research

are also presented at the end.
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