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Abstract

Title : Guidelines for Determining National Interests to Support National Strategies
Field : Strategic

Name : Maj.Gen. Pongsakorn Phentreakul Course NDC Class 61

The study, Guidelines for Determining National Interests to Support National
Strategies, aims to investigate the current guideline for national interest determination in
Thailand, study concept of national interest determination in various countries and
propose a suitable national interest determination guideline for creation of strategy and
national strategy. This study is qualitative and descriptive research. The study found
that Thailand has set its national interests twice : 1. National Interest of 2007-2011
and 2. National Interest of 2015-2021. The agency responsible for such national interest
determination is the National Security Council with focus on stable independence,
sovereignty, and integrity of state power, sustainment of main national institutions,
national unity and security of the nation and people against all threats, safety,
fairness and public happiness, human dignity, security of natural resources and rights
over biological resources, peaceful co-existence with neighbors and dignified standing
in the international community. Many nations such as the United States, the United
Kingdom and the People’s Republic of China were studied. The US has determined
four levels of national interests : 1. Vital, 2. extremely important, 3. just important and
4. less important. The UK divides national interests as concrete and less concrete.
the People’s Republic of China have four aspects of national interests : 1. international
economy, 2. security, 3. politics and 4. culture. In addition, a good national interest
determination guideline shall serve as nine step process : 1. establishment of the Office
of the Secretary of the National Interest Committee, 2. establishment of the Team
for the Office of the Secretary of the National Interest Committee, 3. establishment of
the National Interest Committee, 4. Prioritization of national interest, 5. clear fixing of major
national interests, 6. Proposal of national interest to the National Interest Committee,
7. determination of national interest, 8. making a national security report, and 9. follow-

up, inspection and assessment
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