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Abstract

Title The Reform of the Protection and Promotion System of
Indication Products in Thailand
Field Economics

Name Nusara Kanjanakul Course NDC Class 61

Geographical indications (Gls) are intellectual value that people in the
community can use to develop and increase competitiveness of the country.
Although Thailand has established the National Strategy and Policy that also focus
on Gls, especially value-added Gl agricultural products, there are currently many
problems on the protection and promotion thereof. The problems include the
production and quality control of GI products, the promotion of Gl domestic and
international markets, the value addition to GI products, the unclear legal
mechanisms related to the protection of Gls, the wrongful registration of domain
names under Gl names, and the enforcement of Gl-related rights.

This research aims to study, analyze and propose recommendations to
solve the above-mentioned problems in order to strengthen the protection and
promotion system of Gl products in Thailand, which respond and conform to the
National Strategy and Policy. According to the research, it is found that to reform the
protection and promotion system of Gl products, Thailand needs to do the following:

1. improving the production through the use of technology and
innovation,

2. providing mechanisms or systems that meet the international
standards to control the quality of Gl products,

3. promoting both domestic and international marketing, and
implementing strategies to add value to Gl products by placing the product
positioning as premium with unique identity. In addition, supporting the use of the
Thai Gl logo on the Gl products to assure consumers that they buy good quality and

standard products,



4. Improving legal mechanisms to enhance the efficiency of the GlI
protection system,

5. defining specifically in the law that using the GI names for commercial
exploitation in bad faith including the registration of domain names, is an offense, as
well as supporting the arrangement of international agreement providing Gl
protection in the domain name system,

6. revamping the enforcement of rights by promoting understanding on
Gls to enforcement agencies, and improving border measures to prevent the import
and export of illegal GI products

This research proposes policy and operation recommendations to reform
the protection and promotion system of Gl products, in both short and long term
periods.

In the short term, the government agencies in the Gl-value chain need to
review their existing operations to make them up-to-date and comply with the
relevant national strategies, policies and laws. It is also important to integrate and
coordinate closely among government agencies, entrepreneurs and local
communities which are the geographical sources of products, and to set up a central
agency to oversee, maintain and protect the rights of the community against illegal
uses of Gls. On the enforcement front, Thailand must push ahead with the bilateral
and multilateral trade negotiations, both at the World Trade Organization (WTO) and
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) forums in order to instigate
proper measures to enforce Gl rights at the international level. On tourism, potential
Gl products that have production bases as natural and learning attractions should be
linked with tourist attractions. In addition, it is necessary to encourage the
conservation of local Gls and raise awareness for the Gl owner communities to
continuously maintain transferring Gl-related knowledge and wisdom through
succeeding generations.

In the long term, relevant government agencies need to encourage Thais
to have broader knowledge and understanding on Gls, especially its importance as a
tool to help stimulate economic growth at the community or local level. They also

need to encourage Thais to have consciousness to protect Gls, to commend



communities that produce Gl products to be widely known, as well as to hold Gl
training courses to disseminate knowledge on Gls to the local communities so that
they further develop and add more value to Gl products.

This research is useful as a guideline for relevant agencies and
stakeholders such as the Ministry of Commerce, the Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, the local communities or the Gl product producers, etc. to develop
and strengthen the protection and promotion system of Gl products, in conformity
with the national strategies and policies. This is at long last to realize Thailand’s
vision as a developed nation with stability, prosperity and sustainability, in

accordance with the principles of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy.
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