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Abstract

Title The Democratic Development Approach at the Fundamental
Level, Case Study of the Village Headman Selection

Field Social - Psychology

Name  Mr. Niwat Rungsakorn Course NDC Class 61

This research is conducted with the objectives to study and synthesize
the factors that influence villagers’ decision in the village headman selection.
In addition, it tries to demonstrate democratic development approach at the
fundamental level. The framework of the study is based on concepts and theories.
There are Thailand provincial administration system theory, the sub-district and
village headman concept, the theory of democratic development approach at the
fundamental concept and the representative selection idea. The area study focuses
on three districts in Samut Sakorn Province. This study adopts a qualitative research
method containing of documentary analysis and in-depth interview. The analytic
process of research narrows to content analysis in orders to define the factors and
illustrate relationship between various factors.

The results of the study demonstrate that there are three factors which
affect individual villagers’ decision in the village headman selection process. Firstly,
voter-based factors include educational background, occupations, and age range of
the voters. Secondly, candidate-based factor are composed of leadership, previous
achievements, readiness, financial stability, and election campaigners of the
candidates. And thirdly, norms-based factor comprise family connection, patronage
system, and gambling. Furthermore, it found that the three factors have different
effects on community type between the agricultural community and urban industrial
community. For example, the agricultural community is most affected by norm-
based factors, while the urban industrial community is affected by all factors equally.
Recommendations on democratic development approach at the fundamental

concept that derived from the study can be divided into five states. Including the



level of the individual and family, village and community, district and provincial area,

government agencies, polices and the national strategy.
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