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Abstract

Title  Public participation in the judicial process: a case study of the labor court
Field Politics

Name Mrs. Napaporn Tawornsiri Course NDC Class 61

Participation of the public, a true owner of sovereignty, is one of the key factors in
country development. It is reflected in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E.
2560,article 68 and article 78. Both articles signify the public right to participate in either
admistrative or justice process. The present study will concentrate on public participation in
justice system, especially on Labor court. The objectives of this study were 1. To compare public
participation on labor court justice system between Thailand and other countries. 2. To study the
qualification criteria of the associated judge in Thai labor court and that in jury system of other
countries. 3. To make suggestions on public participation in justice system.

Qualitative research was used in this study. Primary information were obtained by
in-depth interview of associate judges of labor court. Secondary information such as theory,
statistics were retrieved from available documents. Observations also included. Sovereignty of
the people or popular sovereignty are important for the development of country. Public
participation on either legislative power, executive power, or judicial power should be concerned
for the democratic system.

The results were 1. In Thailand, public participation on the judicial power was via
the existence of associate judge in labor court. While in other countries, expecially Japan, there
was a similar public participation through the jury system. 2. However, there was a different in
which the associate judges were selected with a specific qualification and was a one-year term.
The japanese juries were from general public and the participation ended with the end of the
given case. 3. In Thailand, public participation on judicial power only allowed for the special
case but not for the criminal case. The present study suggested that the jury system may be
considered to be employed with the awareness of culture of Thailand. Further study must be taken
on the advantage and disadvantage of the jury system or others before implementation in

Thailand.
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