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Abstract

Title : Guidelines for Enhancing Effective and Sustainable Solutions for
Problems in Southern-Border Provinces of Thailand

Field : Strategy and Military

Name : Maj.Gen. Thienpong Muangprom  Course NDC Class 61

This research is a qualitative research. The objectives of this research are
to study the roles of the para-military of the southern border province of Thailand, to
investigate obstacles and problematic issues related to using the para-military for
solving the southern-border provinces problems, and to offer guidelines for enhancing
effective and sustainable solutions for problems in southern-border provinces of
Thailand.

Results of this research indicate that the para-military is the main strategic
force of the Region-4 Internal Security Operations Command for solving the southern-
border provinces of Thailand. The main missions of the para-military include to prevent
any unrest issues in the areas, to offer safety in life and properties, to increase the
quality of life, and to use law enforcement with justice for people in the areas.
The plan from the strategy for solving the southern-border provinces of Thailand was
originally divided into 3 phases. These 3 phases are phase 1: control and cease the
unrest issues (2004-2010), phase 2: proactive action together with the development
(2011-2019), and phase 3: strengthening peace and sustainable development (2020
onwards). However, the investigation revealed that the plan might have inappropriate
criteria for selecting the para-military in the areas, inadequate female para-military
squads and strategic trainings, lack of use of knowledge, technology, research,
or innovations applied to the problem solving, as well as lack of review of the policies
that might not be consistent with lifestyles of the local people.

This research proposed the guidelines for enhancing effective and sustainable
solutions for problems in southern-border provinces of Thailand which consist of
13 important issues. These issues include selection criteria for the para-military,
addition of the female para-military squads, increase of time durations for trainings,
continuously practice review of the trainings, systematic evaluation for the effectiveness
of the use of the para-military, setting up proactive operation groups, integration of all

related sectors, collection of news sources from both the para-military and local



people, acting as special operation forces with other government and civilian sectors,
monitoring information technology, media control for screening the news information,
use of technology for increasing security, and additional roles to support youths in the
areas for sport activities.

This research also offer suggestions for both the Region-4 Internal Security
Operations Command and the Government of Thailand. the Region-4 Internal Security
Operations Command should adjust the images of the special operation groups to
support the political tasks of the para-military, set up a system for monitoring and
preventing any movements of radical groups, and set up a working steering group for
civil society work. Moreover, the Government of Thailand should have support plan
for the political proactive operations in the future, issues urgent policies and plans for
solving the southern-border provinces of Thailand, and set up a working committee
group to continuously review and improve the policies and strategies to be more

effective for solving the southern-border provinces of Thailand.
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(UNDP defined Capacity Building as "the creation of an enabling environment with
appropriate policy and legal frameworks, institutional development, including community
participation (of women in particular), human resources development and strengthening of
managerial systems, adding that, UNDP recognizes that capacity building is a long-term,
continuing process, in which all stakeholders participate (ministries, local authorities,
non-governmental organizations and water user groups, professional associations,
academics and others".
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