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ABSTRACT

Title  Guidelines to develop the Army Field Equipment in the 21°Century
Subject Military
Author Major General Terdchai Niyom Course NDC  Class 61

The objective of this research is (1) to study conditions and problems of
the Army field equipment usability for different missions in a current situation (2)
to suggest guidelines for developing the Army field equipment to be suitable
for each mission and situation in the future. The method used in this research is the
qualitative method which is to study the procedure, format and characteristic of the
20-Year National Strategy with a long term of development starting from 2007 - 2036
(2561 - 2580) to create the guidelines to develop the Army field equipment.
The information collection tool used for this research is an interview method of data
collection from the key informants which are user units’” commanders and 12 military
officers responsible for the field equipment.

The study has found that the user units which are the Infantry Division,
Cavalry Division, Artillery Division and Special Warfare Command performed their
missions assigned by the Royal Thai Army which appropriately correspond to the
current situation. In term of organizational structure, the organizations and units should
be organized into a smaller size unit with complete combat readiness (especially the
Task Force or Special Force). Regarding to the army personnel, they should be
individually provided the opportunity to gain more new skills and knowledge in
technology, military and modern combat. Moreover, organizations should put in
enough personnel and assign to the right position. In regard to usability of the army
field equipment, the study shows that most of the issued field equipment is in
serviceable condition, except of the following items which are “camouflage raincoat
and poncho” for not working properly and being unserviceable because of the
deterioration of a waterproof coating; “army canteen”, “helmet” and “entrenching
tool” for not being durable and easily getting damaged. In addition, the list of outdated
field equipment includes multipurpose-bag, helmet, helmet liner, individual tent and
poncho. The out-of-date field equipment should be disused and replaced. The field
equipment which are required to be provided and replenished includes sleeping bag,
footwear ruck sack, jacket, body armor and helmet. Furthermore, most of the
informants have stated that another problem from using the field equipment is the

quantity of the field equipment is insufficient as they get



A

damaged and deteriorated from regular uses for both operations and routine trainings.
In some cases, if the damaged field equipment was sent for maintenance and repair
through supply chain and it was considered beyond repair, the user units shall conduct
the disposal procedure accordingly. However, there were no replenishment items for
the units after their disposal process.

The guidelines for developing the field equipment and the procurement
procedure is mainly conducted according to (1) the Royal Thai Army Policy and Plan
for procurement and distribution, (2) the improvement and development of the
Quartermaster Department which is hastily improving and develop the items previously
mentioned in order to respond to the requirement of the units. Nevertheless, another
significant matter is that apart from manufacturing technology, the users need to have
knowledge and understanding of a correct utilization and maintenance process
therefore it can extend the service life of the items and yet help the Army saving

budget immensely.
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