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Abstract
Title  Finding solutions to Thailand’s Southem Border Provinces : A Diplomatic
Approach
Field Politics
Name Mr. Twekiat Janprajak Course NDC Class 61

The political unrest in Thailand’s Southern Border Provinces has continued to
be Thailand’s most dire security issue. When compared to other national security
issues such as border disputes between neighboring countries and ideological threat
from communism, the political unrest in Thailand’s Southern Border Provinces remains
unresolved. This is because the crux of the political unrest is the construction of
complex factors and conditions, including both domestic and international dimensions.
Other contributing factors include historical background and the distinctive religion, ethnic,
linguistic and cultural traits of the region. Nonetheless, Thailand has continued its
commitment to resolve this issue by adopting and implementing various measures
and approaches, including hard power and development approach. These measures
and approaches have at times alleviated the problem, but at times have consumed
more budget and manpower, and have caused more violence resulting in the lives of
many Thais. Yet given these efforts, the problem remains unresolved. This research
paper thus aims to answer the following question: are there other approaches,
measures or methods in addressing the political unrest in Thailand’s Southern Border
Provinces? The research paper sets out to answer this question by exploring a diplomatic
approach. First, the researcher incorporates and integrates diplomatic concepts and
theories as well as relevant international laws. Second, the researcher analyzes the
similarities and differences of approaches and best practices implemented by various
countries. The analysis found that addressing international or domestic conflict by
implementing soft power theory instead of hard power theory has been much more
successful — an approach also supported by the United Nations. Furthermore, the
analysis illustrated that soft power theory has been much more effective in
addressing problem arising from distinctive ethnic, religion and culture. Soft power

theory,
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Weihludniseensulagnufdauansraluannisledvsnandeserdedunauuy Hard Power

Nye SLuIAnI1711903 Soft Power oA o. TAIUSITN O1TAIUGITUYDY
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® Michale S.Lund, Preventing Violent Conflicts : A Strategy for Preventive
Diplomacy,United States Institute of Peace Press, 1997.
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® Nye, Jr. Joseph (wooe) Soft Power : The Means to Success in World Politics,
New York Public Affairs and Melissen, 2005.
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Y94 Mikhail Gorbachev lasgyitainuduiusdiudd (Personal Relationship) fnle
fiwunTuiuUsEs1uIBUR Reagan Wuilugiud dyvesnisyiasasnubu 4 Gorbachev
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“ Andrew H.Kydd, Trust and Mistrust in International Relations, Princeton
University Press, 2005.

“Nicholas J. Wheeler, Trust-Building in International Relations, Peace

Prints: South Asian Journal of Peacebuilding, Vol.4 No.2, 2012.
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“ Chonlatee Chanrachakul, The Role of Cultural Diplomacy in the Political
of ASEAN Regionalism; The Case of Thailand, Thesis Submitted to the University of

Nottingham for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in International Studies,
December, 2005.
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