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ABSTRACT

Title Role of the Thai Maritime Enforcement Command Center in
response to Maritime Non Traditional Threats
Field Military

Name Rear Admiral Talerngsak Sirisawat Course NDC Class 61

Thailand, nowadays, has long been experienced various maritime non-traditional threats
such as terrorism, IUU fishing, illegal and iregular migrants, human trafficking, smussling, piracy and
amned robbery, maritime incidents, environmental degradation, and natural disaster. Such threats tend
to be increased in terms of frequency and severity in accordance with global resource exploitations
and climate change. Therefore, the Thai Maritime Enforcement Coordinating Center (Tha-VECC)
was upgraded to be “a Command Center” by law in responsible to cope with such evolving threats.
The Maritime National Interests Protection Act BE2562 has been issued in March 2019 with its
Authorities to integrate public agencies as required.

However, the act does not provide sufficent details including organizational structure,
operational concepts and management, task forces, etc. t consequently needs to determine
appropriate organizational structure and concepts to operate the new ThaHVIECC to gain the most
effident management particularly integration of forces under unity of command. Not only have the six
maritime agendies of ThaHVIECC including Royal Thai Navy, Marine Police, Department of Fisheries,
Customs, Marine Department, and Department of Marine and Coastal Resources still been working
but also other relevant public agencies are jointed when required under the new law.

The research aims to detemnine role, concepts and mechanism of the new Tha-MECC
in response to evolving maritime non+traditional threats and found that the new organization should
have three hierarchy of management including policy, staff, and operational level. To maximize its
performance, personnel of six main agencies should work together in the same unit with
an appropriate rotation period to maintain their expertise. Furthemrmore, the Thai-MECC Task forces
should be set up and deployed to the three operational areas under the Area Command Concept.
The Thai MECC Area Commands subsequently may provide their own contingency plans according to their
possible threats. In brief, both personnel and forces should be combined as “Interagency Task Force”



In addition, the research also found that the most significant part of the operation is the effectiveness
of maritime information sharing center (MISO. The robust national and intemational information
exchange system directly leads to establishment of effective maritime domain awareness and result

in law enforcement timely and predisely.
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Republic of Singaporean Navy.“Maritime security Task Force” (Online).Available :

http://www.mindef.gov.sg/content/dam/imimdef/0012.pdf,18 May 2014.
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Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency.“Structure and Organization”.(Online).Available

*https://www.mmea.gov.my/eng/index.php/en/mengenai-kami/carta-organisasi,August2018.
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Australian Border Force.“Maritime Border Command”.(Online).Available

‘https://www.abf.gov.au/about-us/what-we-do/border-protection/maritime, July 2018.
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Deputy Commander
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