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Abstract

Title The Enhancement of Thai Female Military Officers’ Roles

in the United Nations’ Peace Operations in the Next Decade
Field Military
Name  Rear Admiral Nuttapong Ketsumboon Course NDC Class 61

The purpose of this research is to study the challenges and obstacles of
deploying female soldiers of the Royal Thai Armed Forces, from past to present, to
the UN peace operations so as to identify ways for enhancing roles of female military
officers in support of the UN peace operations in the next decade. The study will
examine theoretical concepts of UN peacekeeping, the participation of Royal Thai
Armed Forces in peace operations from past to present, and the importance of
promoting the participation of Thai female soldiers to the United Nations peacekeeping
operations so as to identifying ways of enhancing Thai female military officers’ roles in
support of UN peace operations in the next decade.

This research employs qualitative approach. Primary and secondary data
were collected through documents, concepts, theories from relevant research results.
In-depth interviews with experienced Thai female peacekeepers and officers involving
in peace operations of the Royal Thai Armed Forces were conducted to identify
challenges and feasible remedies. The study reveals seven main challenges that make
female deployment at only four percent of total deployment at the present. These
challenges are; 1) ratio of male to female in the Thai armed forces, 2) opportunity of
access to selection process, 3) selection criteria, 4) working environment, 5) constraints
from family, 6) unequal treatments in mission  area and 7) impacts on career
advancement of female soldiers.

The study further discovers that to enhance and encourage participation
of Thai female soldiers to the United Nations’ peace operations, four main areas will
need to be addressed, which are 1) setting targets for both individual and unit

deployment, 2) establishment of a system that can supply female officers into



peacekeeping operations, 3) capacity development and 4) Building of awareness and
motivation with various measures.

Considering capabilities of Thai female soldiers, the research recommends that
further study should be conducted to identify their potential contribution to the
promotion of sustainable development in the mission area and thus how to develop

their capabilities to be able to perform such roles effectively in the future.
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