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Abstract

Title International Cooperation for Safeguarding National Maritime
Interests of THAI-MECC

Field Military

Name Rear Admiral Cherngchai Chomcherngpat Course NDC  Class 61

Maritime threats caused by human and nature are commmon in Thailand,
given its geopolitical conditions which include two sea borders. Most maritime threats
are transboundary threats committed at sea. In response to the threats, single-state
measures are not sufficient. Therefore, creating international cooperation is crucial for
strengthening maritime safety and security. According to the authority given by the
Maritime National Interests Protection Act BE.2562, the THA-MECC effectively responses
to non-traditional maritime threats and strengthening close cooperation between foreign
maritime law enforcement agencies must be developed. The cooperation mechanism
includes interagency meetings and coordination between operational units at sea,
covering intelligence exchange for monitoring, controlling and evaluating marine security
environments in all aspects.

The research found that, while THAI-MECC was operating as
a coordinating center, issues and obstacles in developing cooperation with foreign
countries are; unclear international policies and plans, personnel shortages and
excessive workloads for personnel who work in two positions, lack of budget
for fostering cooperation with foreign countries, inadequate facilities and
infrastructures due to the limitation as coordinating center, and lack of cooperation
and public relations with stakeholders.

As a result, guidelines for strengthening the international cooperation
of THAI-MECC (as a command center) are; formulation of clear policies and plans
for strengthening international maritime cooperation, establishment of a division
specifically responsible for foreign affairs to determine international policy and
follow up on prosecutions occurring outside the state, developing and improving

information sharing via the MDA system with foreign countries, organizing activities



to strengthen international cooperation, personnel training on maritime threats and
guidelines for international coordination, strengthening cooperation on intelligence
exchange with neighboring countries surrounded to the area of operation of THAI-

MECC area command, which will contribute to effective operation of ships and

aircrafts.
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