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ABSTRACT

Title: The Role of the Royal Thai Amned Forces in executing the 20-Year National Strategy
Field: Strategy
Name: Major General Somkuarn Sakorn Course NDC Class 60

The research aims to study the Royal Thai Armed Forces’ role in history and in executing the
20-Year National Strategy, as well as to study the RTARF’s key success factors in executing the 20-
Year National Strategy (2018-2038) and to synthesis the model for executing the 20-Year National
Strategy. The research is a qualitative research where data are analyzed by content analysis.

The research reveals that prior to the 20-Year National Strategy, the Royal Thai Armed
Forces has had political roles in Thailand’s history by staging ‘coups d’états’ causing changes in
Thailand’s politics and solving ongoing problems. However, the RTARF’s role in the coup d’état on
22 May 2014 was different from the previous ones as the RTARF not only tackled the political crisis,
but also instigated sustainable development of the country with the 20-Year National Strategy. That
was a ‘Turning Point of Thailand’ to commence the national reform with all sectors of the country.
The RTARF has played a significant role in propelling the 20-Year National Strategy to strategic
execution by drafting its 20-Year Strategy in comply with the 20-Year National Strategy. In addition,
the RTARF has set master plans as the guidelines for setting the d-year operating plans, annual
operating plans, and annual expense budget. The RTARF’s key success factors in propelling the 20-
Year National Strategy into strategic execution include setting clear and comprehensible RTARF’s 20-
Year Strategy, providing personnel with good understanding of the 20-Year National Strategy and
every level of the Strategy, changing the Strategy into practical procedures/projects, planning the
systems of follow up, checking and evaluating the acceleration of the RTARF Strategy. The research’s
synthesis suggests that the RTARF has an important role in the country’s sustainable development by
instigating the National Strategy, reforming the country, and advancing the country toward Thailand
4.0.

Recommendations: The RTARF should accordingly adjust patterns, components and
main points of the RTARF’s Strategy. The RTARF should also provide its personnel with good
understanding of the 20-Year National Strategy and every level of the Strategy, set guidelines on
changing the Strategy to plans/projects in a concrete manner and set the systems of follow up,
check and evaluate launching the RTARF Strategy to be in line with the EMENSCR of the government.
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“ Samuel Huntington, The soldier and The State : The Theory and Politics
of Civil Military Relations, (Cambridge : Harvard University Press, 1957), P.7-18.

" Samuel Finer, The Man on The Horseback : The Roll of The Military in
Politics, (London : Pall Mall Press, 1962), P.25-27.

“ Harold Lasswell, The Garrison - State Hypothesis Today in Changing
Patterns of Military Politics, ed. Samuel Huntington, (New York : The Free Press, 1959), P.51.

“ Janowitz Morris, Military Institutions and Coercion in The Developing
Nations, (chicago : University of Chicago Press, 1977), P.103-105.
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° Samuel Huntington, Political and Political Order in Changing Societies,
(New Haven : Yale University Press, 1968), P.194-196.
" Samuel Finer, The Man on The Horseback : The Roll of The Military in
Politics, (London : Pall Mall Press, 1962), P.87-88.
Eric A. Nordlinger, Soldiers in Politics : Military Coups and Government,
(Englewood Cliffs, NJ. : Prentice Hall, 1977), P.63-85.
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“ William Thomson, Regime Vulnerability and The Military Coups Comparative
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