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Abstract

Title Guidelines on Thailand’s Foreign Policy: Superpowers encroachment
Field Strategy
Name Lt. Gen. Werachon Sukhondhapatipak Course NDC Class 60

Guidelines on Thailand’s Foreign Policy: Superpowers encroachment was
produced to provide an extensive study on the current global situation where China and the
United States are competing to expand their roles and influences in the ASEAN region. This
on-going situation will unavoidably affect Thailand. This study then aims to provide guidelines
on possible scenarios and what-if analysis to help concerned agencies to develop/carry out
appropriate foreign policies, with focuses on South East Asian security, military, and economic
affairs.  This study was written based on academic papers, results of academic
conferences/seminars on international security concerning changes in China and the United
States foreign policies together with analysis from concerned experts and those involved in
shaping Thailand foreign policies. It can be concluded that both China and the United States
foreign policies are based mainly on their national interests. However, leaders also play an
important role in this arena. China has projected itself as a responsible regional superpower
and offered benefits to amplify its influences. However, China would not hesitate to be
extremely assertive to guard its national interest. On the other hand, the United States has
chosen to project a more forceful role and emphasized mainly on reciprocity. If necessary,
the United States has shown its readiness to face any confrontation in order to protect its
national interest.

With the aforementioned moves, Thailand needs pay close attention in forming
appropriate foreign policies focusing on balance between China and the United States. At the
same time, Thailand must promote ASEAN Centrality in the regional security architecture as
Thailand will be assuming ASEAN Chairmanship in 2019. Also, Thailand shall creatively play
more proactive roles in promoting rule-based international systems and welcoming more
engagements from countries outside the ASEAN region as well as promoting the engagement
of development partners to address global concerns. Most importantly Thailand has to closely

monitor movements of China and the United States.
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& N84MaegUus nowinlanldosUsyy1vuau (People’s Liberation Army,
Rocket Force)
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WNUATT o - & China’s polar extension to Silk Road
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China’s polar extension to Silk Road
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Arctic route of Belt and Road Initiative
Overland route of Belt and Road Initiative Arctic Ocean
Maritime route of Belt and Road Initiative

—— GREENLAND
H Sabetta port

ICELAND RUSSIA

NORWAY

NETHERLANDS GERMANY,9\r:°SC°W KAZAKHSTAN Bering Sea

Rotterdam =

e - Pacific
Bering Sea Ocean

enicé'm

Atfgns |stanbul
ITALY\’

IRAN { R 5%
Suez PAKISTAN o~ o 3 e 2 I : \
Canal m Gwadar Koikata VlE][-hiMJJ- pE 8 3 Sea ice extent
o / .  Sept2,2017
INDIA Hanoi m | ~CANADA :
§> North Pole [~y RUSSIA

Beijing

Alaska -} Median
us)

DJIBOUT| m North-west
Passage

';,~ Sabetta port
% L]

KENYA Coont SINGAPORE k
l amu Indian e GREENLAND -~
Atlantic Ocean INDONESIA
Ocean <
The Lamu port is part of the larger ICELAND e
transportation corridor between Kenya, “~._ Atlantic Ocean NORWAY
Ethiopia, South Sudan and Uganda. AUSTRALIA .

'1'7im : Straitstimes, Online, 2018
©. WWIAAYRIENSAEAS “Belt and Road Initiative” Usznaume

.0 auszuulasIasiugIufunsaIuIANTINISUN Mgl LAy 8N
Tfauysaifatu wanidouledlassioauuiauyndaliiusaviam uazaulannsiogs

©.o F1UILAMNUALAINATUNITAT AITAINU ALETUANUTINTENIUATYFAN
AnenalndBafubetu uazadenruilindamamadiosssrinsssne

v. MIkaniUAsuniaUszulindreunamindedu felududsau 01w uas
Saussan vlufunisfine uagmsviondie:



- &< -

vl Sgunadulddndunisauuuifndia o de Weliussqdivssasdves
gsANans “Belt and Road Initiative” Tnednds “naayuidunisanslun” uazdasns “suias
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