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Abstract

Title The Development of Thai language learning in Southern Bordered
Provinces of Thailand

Field Social — Phylochology

Name  Piyachat Wanchalerm, Ph.D. Course NDC Class 60

The objectives of this research are to study and analyze the root causes of
the problem in learning Thai language in Southern Bordered Provinces of Thailand and
to propose the possible solutions to the problem and the development plan for
learning Thai language in those aforesaid bordered provinces. This research concealed
the studies of National trategy, National Economic and Social Development plan,
National Education Plan, Educational Strategic Plan for Southern Bordered Provinces,
and related researches in addition to interviews with 94 personnel related to the
education institutions in those provinces. Qualitative method was used in this research
before summarizing the results in description method.

The findings of this research revealed the root causes of the problem in
learning Thai language in Southern Bordered Provinces. First, the curriculum and
content of Thai language subject do not align with the existing social context and
cultures of people such provinces. Second, there is a shortage of knowledgeable and
skilled teachers in Thai language. Third, school administrators, students and their
guardians do not see the importance of learning Thai language. The suggestions are
proposed herewith to provide the practical directions to resolve the challenges and to
develop the plan for Thai language study in the area. Specifically, there is a need to
develop teachers’ skills and knowledges including teaching ability that makes parallel
to existing cultures and social context base on the understanding of differences in race,
religion, lifestyle, language and traditions. There is also a need to innovate learning and
teaching tools. Lastly, it is very important to communicate with people in the provinces
how essential learning Thai languasge is.

Regarding the suggestions from the policy facet, there is also a need to
develop the curriculum and improve the content to align with social and culture
context, Islamic lifestyle, and their existing curriculums. However, any amendment and
development plan must be on the principle of the conformity and creating strengths for
the people living in the provinces via conveying the Royal Strategies of “Understand,
Accessibility, Development” as the path of pragmatism, leading to harmony and unity

that bring a sustainable peace.
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