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ABSTRACT

Title Development of military cooperation between the Royal Thai
Armed Forces and the Malaysian Armed Forces for regional
security in ASEAN

Field Military

Name  Maj Gen Thitichai Tiantong Course NDC Class 60

The Royal Thai Armed Forces and the Malaysian Armed Forces has a
longstanding military cooperation, especially in the suppression of Malaya Chinese
communists resulting in strong border cooperation. There are mechanisms of
cooperation from national to local levels, such as General Border Committee, High
Level Committee, Regional Border Committee and 6 working groups namely Land
Working Group, Maritime Working Group Air Working Group, Intelligence and Psychology
Operations Working Group, Border Management Working Group, and Disaster
Management Working Group. Later on, the Joint and Combined Exercise Committee
was established. Some of the working groups include civilian partners. Furthermore,
there are also exchanges of visits by senior leaders in the Armed Forces, Military
Diplomatic Community, as well as intelligence and educational exchanges. There is
also Joint Patrol in the Malacca Strait, Joint and Combined Exercises, Combined
Training, including Peacekeeping Operations Practices and troubleshooting for the
Southern border provinces. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
established on August 10, 1967, which expanded its membership and developed into
an ASEAN Community in 2015 still faced with security issues such as influencing
competition between the People’s Republic of China and the United States of America
over the ownership claims in the South China Sea, International Terrorism, Maritime
Security and National Interests, Boundary Lines, Population Migration, Human
Trafficking, Illegal fishing, Drugs Trafficking, Natural Disasters and other Tragedies,
including Cyber Security issue. The development of the ASEAN community continues
to be a challenge in terms of racial differences, religion, and governance, economic
development level, historical background, special affinity and partnership with non-
ASEAN member countries, which result in the level of military cooperation among
member states being uneven, based on national interests. ASEAN therefore cannot yet
become a military ally community in the sense of Collective Security concept. Thailand
and Malaysia have maintained good military cooperation which can be developed as
a model and core of ASEAN within the framework of the ASEAN Political and Security



Community. It is proposed to integrate cooperation policies in all aspects to achieve
national interests, develop military medicine and cyber security cooperation, drive
border cooperation mechanism to be more effective, develop exchanges and analysis
of intelligence, develop plan to organize the exchanges of education, join the trilateral
exercise with Malaysia and China, and inviting China to participate in the Thailand-
Malaysia Joint and Combined Exercise (JCEX THAMAL) on humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief to create the proper balance between China and the United States,
expand cooperation on counter terrorism and peacekeeping operations for regional

security as well as recognizable prestige and honour in the international arena.
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