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ABSTRACT

Title Thailand’s policy on building defence industry cooperation
through the belt and road initiative of the people’s republic
of China.

Field Politics

Name Maj.Gen. Tanongsak Rongtim  Course NDC Class 60

This research paper aims to study the Belt and Road Initiative of
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and its impact on Thailand. It also aims to
study the defence industry of Thailand, and to propose ways to implement
Thailand's policies to build defence industry cooperation through PRC's appropriate
Belt and Road Initiative. Using qualitative research method, the researcher studied
the current relationship between Thailand and the PRC by focusing on the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), which can be exploited in the Thai defence industry. Data
collection is divided into two parts; (1) Secondary data collection: the study and
collection of information from academic papers, research papers, articles,
publications, and electronic media; (2) Primary data collection by in-depth interviews
with three groups of qualified professionals and experts from both Thai and Chinese
involved in international relations and defence industry comprising policy maker
group, public and private sector practitioner group, and academic group.

The results of this study conclude that the PRC’s BRI policy has a direct
impact on ASEAN, and Thailand, as the center of the region, should seek benefits from
this policy. Furthermore, the defence industry development of Thailand, which is
currently the main policy of the government and the Ministry of Defence, is consistent
with the policy of Thailand 4.0 and the innovation development of the country in
term of production in order to reduce dependence on imported military equipments
while developing dual-used products and technologies for export.

In addition, the results of the research have provided a guideline for
the policy implementation for Thailand to benefit the development of defence
industry by exploiting the PRC’s BRI policy utilizing a tangible management model
called the "prototype model of success". The guideline consists of 3 levels namely,
policy level, management and coordination level, and operations level, whereas
each level involves agencies, or working groups, that can drive Thai defence
industries by using guideline of all 3 levels and the proponents of the requirement
to the manufacturer. Finally, | do hope that the results of the research can be
implemented to further develop the defence industry of the Ministry of Defence to
truly achieve tangible results.
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