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ABSTRACT

Title Advocating national interest through the empowerment of Thai Community in
Australia : New South Wales as a case study
Field Social — Psychology

Name Biravij Suwanpradhes Course SPP Class 7

Over one million Thais are now residing in several countries around the world. Thai
Communities overseas can empowered themselves by mobilizing as one unified voice representing the
Community to advocate its interest and the interest of the community’s country of birth. The objective of this
research is to evaluate Thai Community in New South Wales’ level of empowerment and to identify barriers
and recommend ways to enhance the empowerment process. The scope of the research focuses on leaders in
the Community, government decision makers at the state and local levels and the interaction between the
Community and these decision makers. The author applies qualitative research methodology through
interviews and observation of other communities’ best practices. Through SWOT Analysis the research found
that though several associations were established by different groups in the Thai Community, the Community
itself has yet to mobilize itself as one unified voice and to gain access to decision makers to advocate the
community’s interest, which could be attributed to a few factors such as lack of defined goals and recognized
leaders. The research recommends that the Thai Consulate-General and the Embassy must play an active role
in facilitating the process of empowerment by working with the Community in identifying its goals and vision
and encourage the Community to mobilize itself into one unified voice to advocate its interest by bringing as
example other Communities’ best practices as motivation. While there is yet to be a recognized leadership
within the Community, the next generation of youth must be encouraged to engage in the activities of the
Community and to be groomed as future leaders. It is also imperative that the Thai government identifies Thai
Community empowerment process as one of its priorities by requiring its overseas missions to draw up work

plans along with quantifiable Key Performance Indicators to ensure long-term continuity.





