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ABSTRACT

Title: A Study of the development of policy to repeal “Kratom” from a category 5 of
drugs under the Narcotics Act.
Field: Psycho-Social

Name : Mr. Vittawan Sunthornkajit Course NDC (JSPS) Class 26

This research aims to study the development of policy to repeal “Kratom” from a
category 5 of drugs under the Narcotics Act 1979 and comparative study the opinion on cancellation
Kratom out of the Narcotics Control Law. This quantitative study used a purposive sampling tool of
choice, including the general population, staffs of the Office of Narcotics Control Board, polices and
public health officials in the area of the Narcotics Control Office Region 1-9 and Bangkok
metropolitan in total 400 people. Data were collected by questionnaire.

The results showed that there are 4 policy options that the number of respondents agreed
with in order namely:- 1) not amended the law regarding Kratom and leaved it as a category 5 of
drugs under the law, 2) should not be amended Narcotics Act 1979 but should improve the regulation
under the Act to support medical uses, 3) should be amended some issues in Narcotics Act 1979 and
4) repeal Kratom from the law.

Most respondents perceive that chewing Kratom is not a guilty. It is a community way of
life, not create a criminal and social problem and don’t feel worried about the safety of life and
property if relatives, friends, members of the school / workplace / community is a kratom eater. They
disagree about the liberalization use and processing of Kratom. The most respondents also are
uncertain on the control process of Kratom.

The study found that people living in different areas have different opinions on Kratom.
By those who live in the southern region have positive perception on the Kratom using more than
those who live in the Northeast region and those with knowledge about Kratom has a different
opinion about the control and the benefits of Kratom. Kratom policy development process had to be
developed a participatory learning that cover several dimensions to the adoption of knowledge
sharing from the stakeholder. Long term plan and indicator that encompasses both dimensions, the
policy achievement and the impact of policies including the campaign for a better understanding

about Kratom and the need to develop policies has to be done to reduce social conflicts.
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