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Abstract

Title Bang Khun Thian Youth and Mangrove Forest Conservation and Restoration
Name Group 4, Class of 124, Institute of Security Psychology

Climate change is getting increasingly severe, posing a threat to the Earth and
humanity. It is a challenge that can be regarded as a worldwide agenda, and all countries must
contribute to halting the global crisis, known as "Global Boiling," which should not be so serious
that it cannot be treated. One approach on which many countries agreed regarding Goal 13 of
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), as well as the consensus reached at the Conference
of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Convention on Climate Change, which jointly set the
direction and framework for addressing the world's climate change problems, is the conservation
and restoration of mangrove forests, which can store four times more carbon dioxide and
greenhouse gases from the atmosphere. Reduce the occurrence of natural disasters.

The initiative "Bang Khun Thian Youth and Mangrove Forest Conservation and
Restoration" began with an emphasis on the value of mangrove forests. Thailand contains roughly
1.73 million rai of mangrove forest, with a portion of that area located in the Bang Khun Thian
district of Bangkok, Thailand's capital. Despite the fact that Bang Khun Thian possesses mangrove
forest regions that could assist prevent coastal erosion, the people have been subjected to
continual coastal erosion for more than 30 years, hurting their jobs and ways of living. This has
raised community awareness and led to the formation of a network to assist in the ongoing
resolution of such issues with the government. Eventually, coastal erosion can be slowed down.
However, the Bang Khun Thian mangrove forest remains degraded, with a density of only 50
meters compared to the density index of 300 meters, and polluted water from community waste
and marine debris prevents the mangrove forest from serving as a nursery for aquatic animals,
jeopardizing the community's livelihood. The roots of the tree are unable to breathe in addition
to "waste," particularly plastic waste that is stuck to the roots of trees in mangrove forests. The
mangrove forest's trees become weaker and eventually die as a result. The Bang Khun Thian

District Children and Youth Council Network was aware of the waste issue and wished to share



the idea with the local teens as well. As a consequence, it marked the start of the collaborative
effort and has evolved into an activity known as "Easy to Throw Away, Difficult to Collect" that
will serve as a model for the youth in Bang Khun Thian to learn from and improve upon the
outcomes. The objectives of this study are two-fold: 1.) To raise awareness among young people
about the conservation and restoration of the Bang Khun Thian mangrove forest; and 2.) To engage
young people in caring for the mangrove forest, protecting and restoring it in a sustainable manner.
This study was carried out using qualitative research methods such as documentary research,
semi-structured interviews, and participation observation. Furthermore, the Psychological
Operations (PSYOP) activities at Klong Pittayalongkorn School Community in Bang Khun Thian
District deployed the KING method, which consists of 1) Key Message, 2) Influencing Activity, 3)

No Barriers, and 4) Generations.

The results are: 1.) Youth from the Klong Pittayalongkorn School community in Bang
Khun Thian district showed awareness of mangrove forest conservation; and 2.) Youth and
community members were enthusiastic about restoring mangrove forests to a better condition.
The youth showed a strong desire to participate in activities and compete in accordance with the
rules. They understand and can handle garbage collected from mangrove forests properly. They
can additionally generate profit from waste products. Moreover, the scalability of the project’s
results is very significant. The "Easy to Throw Away, Difficult to Collect" activity, with its
coordinated network partners from the government, private sector, and public sector, joined the
activity with the youth of the Klong Pittayalongkorn School community to form a community
network with power at all levels to drive and implement such problems appropriately and
sustainably. In addition, publicity through the program "Rak Muang Thai" on the TNN2 TV channel
will be able to urge interested people and the general public to be aware of the impact of littering
behavior and actions, thereby saving the mangrove forest community throughout the world. More
importantly, the recommendations for the study's findings can be an ongoing and sustainable
process, as follows: 1.) The Education Division of Bangkok's 50 district offices should include the
activity "Easy to Throw Away, Difficult to Collect" using the KING strategy as a learning activity that
can integrate various subjects such as Science, Environment, Thai language, Foreign languages,
Scouting/Volunteering, and etc. 2.) The Bang Khun Thian District Office should arrange activities or

campaigns to teach young people about waste management and encourage participation in



mangrove forest conservation on a regular basis. 3.) The Bang Khun Thian District Office should
adopt the KING strategy and "Easy to Throw Away, Difficult to Collect" activity as a model for
scaling up the impact on the community, entrepreneurs, and tourists to be aware of the
consequences of their behaviors; and 4.) The Bang Khun Thian District Office should promote
products from mangrove forests and mangrove trees, which are local wisdom, to generate income

for the community as a way forward in sustaining conservation.
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